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JENNINGS COUNTY COUNCIL N4EETING
Mayl4,2O24 @ 6:00 p.m.

Annex Building

Tina Ellis, Mike Gerth, Dave Woodall, Mandy Creech, Gene Rudicel, Howard Malcomb, and

Jerry Lamb were presenr. Tina called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance. Tina
asked the council members to read the prior meetiag minutes. Howard maCe a motion to
approve the minutes, Mandy seconded the morion, passed unanimously.

Steve Pennycuff came to council on behalf of the Fire Chiefs Associarion; Steven is also Chief at
rhe Vernon Fire Deparrment. Steven is proposing an hcrease in LOIT Funds. fhe volunteer fire
deparrments have been supported with LOIT funds since 2018 and have never received an

increase. Campbell, Geneva, Lovett, Montgomery, Spencer, and Vernon have been receiving
funds in the ar.',ount of $31,333.33. The deparrment in Wesrpoft has been receiviag $8,000.00
and the departrnent in Dupont has been receiving $4000.00. Steven is asking the council to
increase t}re fu.rding for the deparmenc in Westport to $10,000.00, and the department in
Dupont to $6,000.00. He is also requesting an adjustrnent to *re funding to the rest of tle
deparrments ricross the counEy to $18,666.67 to bring the toral funding to $50,000.00. Cunendy
$199,999.98 ir LOIT funds are paid to fire departments across the counry and they are asking for
an addirionai $116,000.02 to be allocated to assist the deparrments in dealiag with increased

costs, such as tesring, uaining, fuel, and utiliries. Also being requested is an hcrease of rwo
percent to begin this year and each year going forward. Dave said thar this is a decision that
cannot be made tonight, and it will have to wait until budget rime. Dave and Gene both agree

there is a need for more money.

TracyJones provides an update of collections. Currendy they are a litde over $50,000.00 ahead

il collecrions compared to this time last year. Tracy said rhat they are also applying for grancs

next year, and this includes a grant for a new ambulance. Tracy also said that her paft rime

budget is depleted due to sickness, etc. and that she will need approximately $27,000.00 to

finish out the year.John, Tracy, and Paige are covering hours as needed. Mike made a morion to
approve $27,000 for Tracy's part rime budget line, Gene seconded the morion, passed

unanimously.

Cody Low is requescing the salary ordinance to be amended due to promorions and filiing the K-
9 posirion. Cody is asking for these increases to be rerroactive back toJan. I, 2024. Cody is
requesting that Ben Seasrrom (Sergeant) receive an addirional 91.00 per hour. As a result of an
additional $1.00 per hour, an addirional $2,080.00 for the year. Tina had met with Cody
previously and explained to him that the only way you can receive an increase in pay, after the
budger is set, would be for a qualifying event. Cody said that the previous sergeant had left and
rhat they moved Ben into that position. Diana Gee explains that they are not asking for
additional money, they are only asking thar the salary ordiaance be changed. The second
employee is Max Marcoux, a K9 officer. His addirional pay would be g.Z5 per hour, which would
be a total of $1,560.00 for the year. Cody said chat it is addicional to what is in thar line, but it is
not an addirional appropriarion. The Auditors office said thar rhe money rhat is being requesred
is not in that employee's Iine item. Cody said, regardless of wherher it is addirional, thar is what
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JENNINGS COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING 
May 14, 2024 @ 6:00 p.m. 

Annex Building 

Tina Ellis, Mike Gerth, Dave Woodall, Mandy Creech, Gene Rudicel, Howard Malcomb, and 

Jerry Lamb were present. Tina called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance. Tina 
asked the council members to read the prior meeting minutes. Howard made a motion to 
approve the minutes, Mandy seconded the motion, passed unanimously. 

Steve Pennycuff came to council on behalf of the Fire Chief's Association; Steven is also Chief at 
the Vernon Fire Department. Steven is proposing an increase in LOIT Funds. The volunteer fire 
departments have been supported with LOIT funds since 2018 and have never received an 
increase. Campbell, Geneva, Lovett, Montgomery, Spencer, and Vernon have been receiving 
funds in the a1 ount of $31,333.33. The department in Westport has been receiving $8,000.00 

and the departinent in Dupont has been receiving $4000.00. Steven is asking the council to 
increase the fuading for the department in Westport to $10,000.00, and the department in 

Dupont to $6,000.00. He is also requesting an adjustment to the funding to the rest of the 
departments zacross the county to $18,666.67 to bring the total funding to $50,000.00. Currently 

$199,999.98 in LOIT funds are paid to fire departments across the county and they are asking for 
an additional $116,000.02 to be allocated to assist the departments in dealing with increased 
costs, such as testing, training, fuel, and utilities. Also being requested is an increase of two 

percent to begin this year and each year going forward. Dave said that this is a decision that 
cannot be made tonight, and it will have to wait until budget time. Dave and Gene both agree 
there is a need for more money. 

Tracy Jones provides an update of collections. Currently they are a little over $50,000.00 ahead 

in collections compared to this time last year. Tracy said that they are also applying for grants 
next year, and this includes a grant for a new ambulance. Tracy also said that her part time 
budget is depleted due to sickness, etc. and that she will need approximately $27,000.00 to 
finish out the year. John, Tracy, and Paige are covering hours as needed. Mike made a motion to 
approve $27,000 for Tracy’s part time budget line, Gene seconded the motion, passed 
unanimously. 

Cody Low is requesting the salary ordinance to be amended due to promotions and filling the K- 
9 position. Cody is asking for these increases to be retroactive back to Jan. 1, 2024. Cody is 
requesting that Ben Seastrom (Sergeant) receive an additional $1.00 per hour. As a result of an 
additional $1.00 per hour, an additional $2,080.00 for the year. Tina had met with Cody 
previously and explained to him that the only way you can receive an increase in pay, after the 
budget is set, would be for a qualifying event. Cody said that the previous sergeant had left and 
that they moved Ben into that position. Diana Gee explains that they are not asking for 
additional money, they are only asking that the salary ordinance be changed. The second 
employee is Max Marcoux, a K9 officer. His additional pay would be $.75 per hour, which would 
be a total of $1,560.00 for the year. Cody said that it is additional to what is in that line, but it is 
not an additional appropriation. The Auditors office said that the money that is being requested 
is not in that employee’s line item. Cody said, regardless of whether it is additional, that is what
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he is requesring. Tina explains that it does matter how they handle it. Diana explains that they
moved lines and employees around. Tina asked iI Max was in a K9 position prior to the
promotion. Cody said that the K9 that was in the original budget had resigned. Dylan Smock is
the third employee for whom a raise is requested. Cody is asking for an addirional $.59 per hour,
whlch would to tal $I,227 .20 for the year. Cody states that Dylan filled a vacant position last year
and &d not require any addirional training. Tina is asking if this would be an addirional
appropriation because he came in with more experience chan the budget was approved for.

Cody said that he has been moved to a line that has enough money. Tina asked Cody when Ben,

Max, and Dylan moved ilto these new posirions, and he replied, last fall. Why wasn't this
brought ro our attenrion last fall if that is when these employees received the promouions? Cody
replies, 'that is for another meeting. I would prefer not to open another can of worms until this
issue gets resoived." Howard made a motion to approve the change in the salary ordinance to
rcflect $2080.00 for Ben Seastrom, retro back toJan l, 2024, for ttre quali-$ring event of being
promoted to Sergeant. Dave seconded the motion, passed unanimously. Gene made a moEion to
approve the change in the salary ordinance to rellect $1560.00 for Max Marcoux, retro back to
Jan. I, 2024, for the qualifying event of being promoted to K9 officer, Mike seconded rhe morion,
passed unanimously. Howard made a motion to approve the change in the salary ordinance co

reflect $1227.20 for Dylan Smock, rerro back toJan. l, 2024, for the quaLlying event of
experience. Gene seconded the motion, passed unanimously.

Amy Thompson came as a formaliry. The clerks office received a grant from the State tlat was
mistakenly deposited into the wrong account. This grant was for new decrion equipment. The
election machines were purchased out of the fuverboat fund and Amy is asking for the fund
numbers ro be abie to reimburse the counry in the amount of 9100650.00. The Au&tors office
told Amy that the numbers that she will need to use for the reimbursement to Ehe fuverboaE are

1191.00990.0000. The Aufitors office explained to Amy that there have been ACH deposits from
the state on tax warrants and she said that they account for that but asked iI we can send her
the norices of these deposits. The general fund paid for cases, wires, cords, etc. in the amount of
$9859.16. The only remainirg amount that she has gone over is in her Elecrion fund which totals

$2682.00. Howard made a morion to direct the clerk to make a check for $100650.00 to the

Jennings Counry Treasurer to reimburse the fuverboat for election equipment. There will be a

second check wrote to the rreasurer ia the amount of $9,859.16 to reirnburse county general and

the third check payable to the treasurer will be in the amount of $2,682.00 that will be

deposited into the clerks' elecrion fund. Gene seconded the morion, passed unanimously.

Alex came on behalf of the commissioners. Alex has presented the council with an

ordinancdresolurion to authorize the commissioners to proceed with all sceps necessary to

acquire real estate. A survey will need to be completed before appraisals can be completed.

Without a legai descriprion, the propefiy cannot be appraised. There is no dollar amount in this

resoluEion because we currently do not have a price. Dave made a morion to approve the

resolution /ordinance, Mike seconded the morion, passed unanimously.

In new business there is a quote for Eagle Point for a new proiector in the conference room.

Area PIan uses the projector in a lot of their meetings. Gene made a morion to approve the quote

for $1,642.45 and to pay ic from the Riverboat fund' Mandy seconded the motion, passed

unanimously. A quoie for No limit paint was also submined. This quote is for PainEing at the jail

in the kitchen and needs to be completed to pass inspecrion. Dave made a motion to approve the
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he is requesting. Tina explains that it does matter how they handle it. Diana explains that they 
moved lines and employees around. Tina asked if Max was in a K9 position prior to the 
promotion. Cody said that the K9 that was in the original budget had resigned. Dylan Smock is 
the third employee for whom a raise is requested. Cody is asking for an additional $.59 per hour, 
which would total $1,227.20 for the year. Cody states that Dylan filled a vacant position last year 
and did not require any additional training. Tina is asking if this would be an additional 
appropriation because he came in with more experience than the budget was approved for. 
Cody said that he has been moved to a line that has enough money. Tina asked Cody when Ben, 
Max, and Dylan moved into these new positions, and he replied, last fall. Why wasn’t this 
brought to our attention last fall if that is when these employees received the promotions? Cody 
replies, “that is for another meeting. I would prefer not to open another can of worms until this 
issue gets resolved.” Howard made a motion to approve the change in the salary ordinance to 
reflect $2080.00 for Ben Seastrom, retro back to Jan 1, 2024, for the qualifying event of being 

promoted to Sergeant. Dave seconded the motion, passed unanimously. Gene made a motion to 
approve the change in the salary ordinance to reflect $1560.00 for Max Marcoux, retro back to 

Jan. 1, 2024, for the qualifying event of being promoted to K9 officer, Mike seconded the motion, 
passed unanimously. Howard made a motion to approve the change in the salary ordinance to 
reflect $1227.20 for Dylan Smock, retro back to Jan. 1, 2024, for the qualifying event of 
experience. Gene seconded the motion, passed unanimously. 

Amy Thompson came as a formality. The clerk’s office received a grant from the State that was 
mistakenly deposited into the wrong account. This grant was for new election equipment. The 
election machines were purchased out of the Riverboat fund and Amy is asking for the fund 
numbers to be able to reimburse the county in the amount of $100650.00. The Auditors office 

told Amy that the numbers that she will need to use for the reimbursement to the Riverboat are 
1191.00990.0000. The Auditors office explained to Amy that there have been ACH deposits from 
the state on tax warrants and she said that they account for that but asked if we can send her 
the notices of these deposits. The general fund paid for cases, wires, cords, etc. in the amount of 

$9859.16. The only remaining amount that she has gone over is in her Election fund which totals 
$2682.00. Howard made a motion to direct the clerk to make a check for $100650.00 to the 

Jennings County Treasurer to reimburse the Riverboat for election equipment. There will be a 
second check wrote to the treasurer in the amount of $9,859.16 to reimburse county general and 

the third check payable to the treasurer will be in the amount of $2,682.00 that will be 

deposited into the clerks’ election fund. Gene seconded the motion, passed unanimously. 

Alex came on behalf of the commissioners. Alex has presented the council with an 
ordinance/resolution to authorize the commissioners to proceed with all steps necessary to 

acquire real estate. A survey will need to be completed before appraisals can be completed. 

Without a legal description, the property cannot be appraised. There is no dollar amount in this 

resolution because we currently do not have a price. Dave made a motion to approve the 

resolution/ordinance, Mike seconded the motion, passed unanimously. 

In new business there is a quote for Eagle Point for a new projector in the conference room. 

Area Plan uses the projector in a lot of their meetings. Gene made a motion to approve the quote 

for $1,642.45 and to pay it from the Riverboat fund. Mandy seconded the motion, passed 

unanimously. A quote for No limit paint was also submitted. This quote is for painting at the jail 

in the kitchen and needs to be completed to pass inspection. Dave made a motion to approve the
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invoice for $4882.00 and to pay it out of the salery LIT fund. Mike seconded the morion, passed
with a vote of 6-1.

In old business, Reedy Fiaancial invoices were discussed agaia. Sarah had a conversarion with
Reedy on invoices thaE the counry had received by RFG. Anything that pertained to the budget
would not have been billed. This would be included in our mont}Iy coneacted amount.
Anything outside the perimeters of the budget wi-ll be billed separatdy. Dave said that he called
and spoke to Matt and was told they would not be charged for phone calls asking simple
ques:i. m. Gene said that only the council needs to call Reedy and deparrment heads shouid not
be cailng. Dave made a motion to pay the RFG invoices in the amount of $11,000.00, Gene

seconded the motion, passed with a vote of 6-1.

Dave made a morion to appointJeremy Oaks to the Alcohol Board, Mike seconded the morion,
passed unanimously. The auditor will send Jeremy a letter.

Mike made a motion to sign the ad&rional appropriations resolurion in the amount of
$83,280.00, Howard seconded the morion, passed unanimously.

Gene made a motion to adjourn, Mandy seconded the motion, passed unanimously.

t\ le
Sarah Abd, Auditor Tina Ellis, President

Mike Gerth, Vice President Gene Rudicel

o-P4t^^.!-

l

M ICCCh Dave Woodali

Tina read the notice that was adverrised ur che paper regarding the Cumulative Capital
Development Fund (CCD). Reedy is sugge;ting that the counry establish this fund. The county
currendy does not have a capital projects fund. Dave said that he thinks we need to eliminate the
Cumularive Courthouse fund. The council discussed using CEDIT for big projects. There will be
no vote on the CCD due to Iack of morior.

nYvYY

Howard Malcomb
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invoice for $4882.00 and to pay it out of the safety LIT fund. Mike seconded the motion, passed 
with a vote of 6-1. 

In old business, Reedy Financial invoices were discussed again. Sarah had a conversation with 

Reedy on invoices that the county had received by RFG. Anything that pertained to the budget 
would not have been billed. This would be included in our monthly contracted amount. 
Anything outside the perimeters of the budget will be billed separately. Dave said that he called 
and spoke to Matt and was told they would not be charged for phone calls asking simple 
questic ns. Gene said that only the council needs to call Reedy and department heads should not 

be caliing. Dave made a motion to pay the REG invoices in the amount of $11,000.00, Gene 

seconded the motion, passed with a vote of 6-1. 

Dave made a motion to appoint Jeremy Oaks to the Alcohol Board, Mike seconded the motion, 
passed unanimously. The auditor will send Jeremy a letter. 

Tina read the notice that was advertised in the paper regarding the Cumulative Capital 
Development Fund (CCD). Reedy is suggesting that the county establish this fund. The county 
currently does not have a capital projects fund. Dave said that he thinks we need to eliminate the 
Cumulative Courthouse fund. The council discussed using CEDIT for big projects. There will be 
no vote on the CCD due to lack of motior. 

Mike made a motion to sign the additional appropriations resolution in the amount of 
$83,280.00, Howard seconded the motion, passed unanimously. 

Gene made a motion to adjourn, Mandy seconded the motion, passed unanimously. 
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Sarah Abel, Auditor Tina E].].IS President 

Mike Gerth, Vice President Gene Rudicel 
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